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Background of the Mexican òSustainable Housing NAMAó 
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Mexican German Programme for NAMA (2011-2015, EUR 7 mill.) 

ÁObjectives 

- Development of NAMAs to reduce GHG emissions from 

residential buildings (new and existing), small and medium 

enterprises, and road freight transport for large scale 

implementation and procurement of international co-financing 

- Establishment of a coordinating Mexican NAMA Office and 

beginning of implementation of NAMAs 

 

Á Commissioned by: German Federal Ministry for the 

Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU) 

and implemented by GIZ  

 

Á Lead executing agency: Mexican Ministry of Environment and 

Natural Resources (SEMARNAT)   
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Background Sustainable Housing NAMA ð Mexico  

Á Mexican government initiated a wide range of programmes to 

improve the energy efficiency of low- and medium-income 

residential buildings in new housing sector: 

- Since 2007 ñGreen Mortgageò (INFONAVIT): credit lines for energy-efficient 

measures and appliances and ñÉsta es tu casañ (CONAVI): subsidies; 

- PoA to channel carbon finance towards the sustainable housing sector. 

Á Worldôs first NAMA in the new housing sector: 

- Initiated by National Housing Commission (CONAVI), the Ministry of 

Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT) supported by GIZ 

- Aims to effectively contribute to greenhouse gas (GHG) mitigation: 

- Extend penetration of basic efficiency standards to entire new housing market 

- Upgrade efficiency standards to more ambitious levels. 

- In the medium to long term:  

- Transformation of the Mexican housing sector from voluntary programmes and 

initiatives to the application of a sustainable urban and housing policy 

focussing on the consolidation of cities and the urban environment: intra-urban 

and vertical housing, densification and energy efficiency, thus,  further increasing 

emission reductions 
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General elements of the ôSustainable Housing NAMAõ  

Item Description 

Sector Building sector  

Sub-sector 
New residential buildings (1st Phase), primarily for low-income 

families, potentially for middle income housing 

NAMA boundary Entire country 

Measures and activities with 

direct impact on GHG 

emission reduction 

Construction of houses according primary energy consumption 

benchmarks incentivized by a scaled up financial promotion 

system 

Measures and activities with 

indirect impact on GHG 

emission reduction 

Supportive actions and capacity building.  

Wider transformational process: energy performance 

requirements in the regulatory system and permitting process,  

Training of private housing developers and energy advisors.  

Implementation of model projects 

NAMA timeframe 

- preparation: 2010-2013 

- implementation: 2014-2017 (first phase), 

- second phase to be scheduled 

NAMA type Combination of unilateral and supported components 

Type of support required 

under the NAMA 
Financial, technical and capacity building 

Source: Point Carbon/PCC for SEMARNAT, CONAVI, GIZ. 2012 
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Technical design of the ôSustainable Housing NAMAõ  

Source: CONAVI, GIZ. 2012 
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Á Consider primary energy demand (electricity and gas) in kWh/(m2a) + 

water consumption based on ñWhole houseò approach 

Á Calculation of total energy consumption for housing typologies (isolated, 

adjacent, vertical house) in four major climate zones 

+ 
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Phase-in schedule of the Mexican Sustainable Housing 

NAMA 

Source: SEMARNAT, CONAVI, GIZ. 2012 
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Examples of financial packages for donor support  

Source: SEMARNAT, CONAVI, GIZ. 2012 
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Energy efficiency measures can significantly affect energy 

costs and total life -cycle cost of houses 

Current and future costs for energy efficiency 

measures in Cancun (vertical, 40 m2) 

Source: SEMARNAT, CONAVI, GIZ. 2012 
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Sector coordination: ăMesa Transversalò of CONAVI 

Á Coordination of all relevant actors in the sector 

Source: CONAVI. 2012 

ĂNew Housingñ 

Steering Committee 

Á Strategy 

Á Policy Decisions 

Working Groups 

Á Coordinierung of Activities 

Á Concepts 

ĂExisting Housingñ 

ĂPilot Projectsñ 

ĂMRVñ 

ĂCapacity Buildingñ 
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Leverage and initial market implementation  

Á Leverage of EUR 160 million in 2012 

Á Initiatives: ECOCASA Programme (KfW, SHF, the IADB and CTF and LAIF); 

ProNAMA Pilot Project (GIZ, CONAVI with DEREX, HERSO); Net Zero 

Project, now = Low Carbon Emission Houses (Canada) 

 

 

Source: CONAVI. 2012 
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GIZ-ProNAMA Pilot in Hermosillo, Morelia, Guadalajara   

Objective:  

Demonstrate the scope (EE standards, financing, MRV) and ability 

Morelia: 

30 units 

Guadalajara: 

8 units 

Hermosillo: 

25 units 

EcoCasa Max 

EcoCasa 2 

EcoCasa 1 

Baseline 

Source: GIZ 
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GIZ-ProNAMA Pilot in Hermosillo, Morelia, Guadalajara   

Source: GIZ 
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Financing scheme for the Sustainable Housing NAMA 
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Climate financing for the Mexican NAMA 

Á A revolving NAMA fund (e.g. Climate Change Fund SEMARNAT) 

- Directly reinvests monetary benefits (Mexican saved subsidies) 

Á Such a fund could be supported by soft loans from 

donors/climate funds until break-even is achieved 

- Which are the incremental costs given that 

- Air-conditioners and refrigerators have negative abatement costs? 

- Mexican government could save a significant amount of subsidies? 

Á Possible private sector involvement 

- Carbon market (NAMA crediting; e.g. of PV) => EU: Sectoral 

Mechanism pilot through a bilateral agreement 

- Provide loans to the NAMA fund on commercial terms (senior 

tranches) 

Á Industrialised countries could purchase credits as well 
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NAMA Funding Needs 
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Source: SEMARNAT, CONAVI, GIZ. 2012 


